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Greetings in Jesus! 
 
I trust you will enjoy reading our summer newsletter with its updates and news.  
 
Covid continues with its devastating effects but, in spite of it, God is working. In the midst of all this 
hopelessness, there is hope and God is the source and center of that hope. 
 
It is now the seventh year that Ukraine bears the brunt of hostilities in the east. In this war, over 
14,000 have been killed, 1.4 million became internal refugees and the number of those affected stands 
at 5.2 million. Populations living near the front-line daily face conflict-related hazards such as shelling 
and mine contamination. Stories come across our desk written by the people that we support, people 
who visit the needy and the broken. Many of them are heart breaking.   
 
Here is an excerpt of one of the team members who reaches out to these affected villages. 
 
My husband and I visited people with grocery kits. First, we visited an elderly man. Anatoly was 84 
years old. When we arrived in his yard, we were surprised that despite this shelled village he managed 
to keep it very clean and organized. He lives alone and it is difficult for him to go to church as it is far 
from his house. We told him that we wanted to pray for him and when asked what he needed, he said, 
"Pray that you will come here more often."  He also complained of poor health.  We prayed with him, 
asking the Lord to strengthen his physical body and for the opportunity to visit him more often.  Anatoly 
was glad for our arrival. His heart was opened for the Lord and for us. We are thankful to God for giving 
us people who need not only food but also prayer, fellowship, and the love of the Lord. 
 
That same day we visited a young man who lives with his grandmother. He is studying in college to be 
an agronomist, finishing his last year.  Daniel has no parents. He is a closed, very shy person and it was 
difficult to speak with him.  We asked about his hobbies and activities, but he did not answer our 
question, instead saying that in our city there is nothing to do and nowhere to go.  We invited him to 
the church, said that he could come there more often and enjoy fellowship and communicate with 
young people. When we asked about his needs, he replied that he did not have any, but he did not mind 
us just praying for him.  We believe that the Lord will bless him, give him new delights and open his  
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heart to Himself.  We thank God for giving us patience and love for different people and that we are 
able to bring the good news to the homes of these people. 
 
We were also told of two young girls born during the war -with broken family backgrounds frugal living, 
no possibility of a normal life, being surrounded by brokenness, desolation and abuse, hoping that 
perhaps they may be chosen to go to a summer camp as they have never been out of their village. One 
particular comment from a father who is raising his 5 children in a one room apartment (the mother 
died) caught our attention. The father is grateful to tears for caring for his daughter and for your 
kindness. Last year’s trip had a very good effect on our girl! She was always very constrained, scared 
and never smiled. After the summer camp trip, she began to smile more often, communicate boldly 
with her peers, make friends with other girls who made this trip (she is the fifth child with four older 
brothers) and she even began to read and speak better with more calmness and with more meaningful 
words.  Thanks to you dear donor, Master’s has been able to support the dreams and hopes of young 
girls like these two. Summer camp will be a reality! (see page one of newsletter) 
 
Because of your prayers and support we are able to meet all of our commitments to our partners.  
 
The latest statistics indicate that Ukraine is the poorest country in eastern Europe with less than 5% of 
it being evangelical. The senseless ongoing war is taking a severe toll on the people and added to its 
poverty. Ukraine desperately needs our prayers and help.  
 
This summer we will be shipping a container a 40 ft. container of dehydrated pea soup mix which our 
partners will be distributing to the many soup kitchens and homes of the poor and destitute.   
 
I thank you for your partnership and commitment with Masters for Ukraine. Every donation you make 
impacts the lives of so many.  
 
Together we can make a difference! 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
God bless you. 
 
 

Stan  
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War is a word that 
contains fear, pain, 

frustration, loneliness 
and hopelessness. Today 
almost a million Ukrainian 
children living in the war 
zone are deprived of their 
childhood. In their short 
lives they have experienced 
the hardship and the 
ruthless manifestations of 
war: shelling, wounds, 
deaths, devastation and 
decline. They know such 
words as “bomb shelter, 
anti-aircraft missile system, 
armoured infantry vehicle, anti-tank 
missile system, silence mode” etc. These 
are children who in their non (childish) 
professionalism can distinguish the 
caliber of the projectile and the direction 
of its flight only by its sound. Children 
who know exactly what to do when the 
shelling begins, how to evacuate, where 
the bomb shelters are and what to take 
with them.

All these experiences only lead to 
devastation of the individual and to 
depression. A child in such condition 
develops distrust of the environment and 
is suspicious of others. Children who 
have survived the war can not be fully 
happy and calm as they constantly feel 
tension and anxiety.

We can react to their plight in several 
ways: we can be happy that it is 
“somewhere else” and not happening 
to us and we can express sympathy 
or we can volunteer to do some deed 
that will produce victory! The project, 
Summer Camp 2021 called “Lets travel 
to Ukraine” is for the children of Avdiivka 
who have seen the war with their own 
eyes. We have seen how last years 
camp at the sea affected the children – it 
brought such smiles!

This year the children will travel to Lviv, 
Kyiv and the Carpathians. They will 
have an opportunity to a) rest from the 
constant stress and feel what peace 
is like not having to look back and 
shudder at any sudden noise b) improve 
the state of their health through active 
recreation in the fresh mountain air c) see 
how people live in the other part of the 
country and feel the diversity and have a 
chance to understand how despite their 
differences, Ukrainians are united by 
their love for their nation d) expand their 
worldview and circle of communication, 
socialize and integrate into society e) 
feel that there are people who are not 
indifferent to their fate and want to help. 
It is very important for these children 
to know that the rest of the country 
remembers them even though civilian 
losses continue daily in the eastern 
regions f) feel hope that the war will end 
and peace will come to their city. 

Summer Camps 2021 will set an example 
of how to build a peaceful life free of 
fear, violence and national enmity. It is 
the plight of the children that lays heavy 
on Olena’s heart and she is passionate in 
loving on these children. You, dear donor 
have made it possible for MF to support 
her initiatives.
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SUMMER CAMPS BY OLENA YUSCHENKO 

BRINGING HOPE, 
LIFE & SALVATION

Visiting children in the eastern part of 
Ukraine with food packages

Liliya and Vika, children very well acquainted with 
war are more than delighted that they have been 

chosen to attend this year’s camp. 

We covet your prayers and support for other camps being held in Ukraine this summer!



Ifirst met Pastor Ivan in 2017 and stayed 
overnight at his home. As I listened to him, 

our hearts were knit together instantly as 
David and Johnathon. I saw he lived for God 
and not himself, always ready to help at the 
first call, and support people in difficulties. 
A man after God’s own heart! When the war 
started and despite the constant shelling, he 
and his family fed people for free 3 times a 
day. With Masters help he began working 
on the interior of the Church building as up 
till then it’s windows were boarded up to 
protect the unfinished interior from the rain 
and snow.
 
There is probably not one person in the town who did not know him. At great risk to himself and family he continued to 
serve the people until the Lord took him home. (see his story on our website www.mastersfoundation.org.) Pastor Ivan, 
your labours have not been in vain and the fruits of it will continue. We at Masters offer our deepest condolences and 
sympathies to the Pryadka family. - by Stan Watrich 
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Pastor Ivan looks on as his son Andriy distributes 
bread after a church service in the fall of 2020

Since our last mailing when we notified you of the sudden 
and unexpected passing of Pastor Ivan, many of our 

donors have been asking as to what is happening at Ark 
Church. We are happy to introduce you to Andriy, the son 
of Ivan and Vera. In his own words “I was born into a large 
Christian family. From childhood my parents instilled in me a 
love for Christ. As I read the Bible, I always imagined myself 
ministering to people in a church and after high school I 
went away to study at a Theological Seminary. In 2010 we 
lost my older brother and with this loss my dreams died. 
Then in 2014 the war broke out in Donbas and I left for a 
season. Through much prayer and waiting, I knew that I had 
to return to the city of my parents and here, working with 
my father for 7 years, I opened my heart to accept each 
person. Our desire was to show the people of this city and 
surrounding villages that despite the chaos and destruction, 
they were not alone. We would give them the care they 
needed and show them the love and the hope that they 
could have in Christ.”

Tending to the physical needs of people who drop by the church

Andriy and Khyrstyna Pryadka



It seems that the passing of Pastor Ivan only intensified the 
leadership team to continue to carry on with the programs 
Ivan had started. Everyday people can come to the house of 
prayer to be listened to and supported, to be sympathized 
with, prayed for and rejoiced with. Anyone can come to 
have lunch, a shower, do laundry, get good drinking water. 
Every Sunday about 70 people receive bread.

Pastor Ivan’s wife Vera continues with her visitation to at 
least 50 families with food kits and 30 families with pasta 
(per month). These visits afford them the opportunity of 
seeing the lives of the families from within and they are 
encouraged in prayer. This visitation has already created 3 
new home groups that hold services within their homes.
Due to the destruction (past and ongoing) the needs of the 
elderly, disabled and bedridden are not ignored. These 
extreme circumstances are responded to by Vera and her 

team. In Vera’s words “God is merciful to each of them. 
Most often such people call and ask us to visit them, they 
pray a prayer of repentance and then shortly after we learn 
that they have passed on to eternity!”

The work on the building continues as volunteers work on 
the second floor. The basement where the daily soup kitchen 
has been serving for many years, is now completed and the 
needy can enjoy food and in a pleasant atmosphere. 

Dear donor, it is difficult to describe all the work God is 
doing in this community and it is impossible to convey 
the desperate situation of some of these families, but we 
want you to know that your prayers and support for this 
community church has blessed many and we believe God 
will continue to bless the work being done through Andriy’s 
leadership, that of his mother and the ministry team. 

ARK CHURCH UPDATE
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Food packages to the elderly and needy families who are unable to come to the church

The second floor is being prepared



OVRUCH - OUTREACH TO VILLAGES

Pastor Vova ministers 
in this economically 
depressed area of 
Ukraine through 
visitation and providing 
food kits to the 
disabled, the elderly 
and the families in 
difficult circumstances. 
By working with the 
authorities, they are able 
to go directly to those 
who truly are in need. 
At times he has been 
asked why he is serving 
older people who are 
barely alive as they will 
not be added to the 
church. But Pastor Vova 
is not discouraged by 
such comments. “It does not matter to Him whether they are 
young or old and we consider it a great privilege to gather 
the sheaves for God’s storehouse!”

“During one of our trips to visit 
a village with food kits, we 
noticed a boy hiding behind a 
tree. He was poorly dressed but 
the village council clerk assured 
us that he was from a large 
hardworking family who had very 
little in terms of wealth. We left 
him with a food kit, introduced 
the gospel message and invited 
him to a home service in the 
village.”

Restrictions are in place but with permission, Mariya is able 
to hold online services and to bring medication and small 
items to the women who are in presentencing detention.

MIRACLES STILL HAPPEN 

This took place in the village of Luchenky where Vova, our 
partner is a pastor of the Church of Love in Ovruch. This miracle 
happened to Pastor Vova’s nephew.

One fall I went to dig potatoes. My husband was repairing 
the car at home as we urgently needed to go to the 
neighbouring village of Sloboda, 15 km away. 

About half an hour later, my 
husband came to pick me 
up in the garden and we 
drove home. As we got out of 
the car, Sergey stood in the 
veranda and through tears, 
said: “Grandma, I cut my leg 
with an ax.” I was scared… 
when I saw his pants covered 
in blood, I almost fainted. I 
asked my son Vova to wash 
the leg as it was very dirty.  
After a couple of minutes, he came to me and told me to look 
at the wound myself. I went up to him and he held my hand. 
He was very very pale. I looked at the leg and was stunned 
- a bone gleamed from the wound. Vova bandaged his leg 
and I grabbed the child in my arms, ran to the car, in which 
my husband was already waiting to take us to the hospital in 
Sloboda. 

After 5 kilometers the car stopped. The heat was unbearable. 
No matter how hard my husband tried, he could not start the 
car. And I ran home, leaving my husband with my grandson, 
without water and food. Almost all the way I ran and prayed, 
crying out to God for help, praying in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. I ran so hard and didn’t even feel my aching legs.

We got into the truck and drove to the hospital as fast as we 
could. When the doctor examined Sergey’s leg, he asked 
me… “Olga Kuzminichna, why did you bring your child to 
the hospital in this extreme heat and be so upset, nervous 
and frighten all of us? I and others were preparing for the 
operation, but please take a look.” I looked at the wound and 
there was only a tiny scar. I could hardly believe and cried 
out… Glory to God, my Savior and my Healer! He healed my 
Sergey’s leg. He answered my prayers. 

When I told the doctor and the nurses what this leg was like 
an hour ago, cut open to the bone, washed by children in 
a roadside puddle and then covered with sand to stop the 
bleeding, they looked at me in bewilderment.  They probably 
thought that something was wrong with me. The doctor was 
the first to come to his senses and said: “Thank God,” but still 
looking at me with disbelief.

It was my Jesus who performed this great miracle, so that 
I could testify to all in the hospital and that it would be a 
testimony for my family.         Sister Olga – Ovruch, Ukraine

OTHER NEWS
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Praying with this 93 year-old 
who shed tears of repentance at 

hearing the salvation message

Prison Outreach


