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Greetings in Jesus! 
 
As we flip the calendar to the second month of the new year, we come face to face with the fact that 
our days on earth are numbered. As the Psalmist wrote, “Teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.” As we begin 2021, we are again reminded of the brevity of time.  
 
We also look back over our failures, mistakes, missed opportunities, and vow that we will make better 
use of our time during the coming year. We will take time to be pleasant, to smile, to extend the small 
courtesies we often omit, to show more love to our family (psychiatrists) tell us that most people are 
starved for love, take time for the goodbye kiss and go to work with a sweeter spirit. Let us take time 
to get more acquainted with our families. We are not machines or robots. The secret of a happy home 
is that members of the family learn to give and receive love. Let us take time this year to express our 
love in a thousand ways. 
 
After a year like 2020, I believe COVID -19 has helped us realize what’s really important in life - caring 
and loving and appreciating the small things of everyday life.   
 
We all have certainly had our share in experiencing the not so nice parts of it. The ramifications of 
COVID -19 have been felt by every nation. Millions of men, women and children have had their hopes 
shaken. The little things we took for granted such as going to the mall, a haircut, seeing our 
grandchildren or just going out for a coffee have been snatched from us. And certainly, being unable to 
attend church services or mingle with friends has created a sense of loss, anxiety and even depression.  
 
Ukraine has not escaped the effects of COVID -19 either. With shortages of medical supplies, the 
ongoing war, the worsening economy – all this has given rise to many soup kitchens and food stations. 
In the cold winter weather, people line up for a bowl of soup and a loaf of bread. While in the comfort 
of our homes, it’s difficult for us to comprehend this, but it is a reality.  
 
A couple of photos from one of our contacts in Ukraine caught my attention. My heart so went out to 
this dear lady who cannot afford a loaf of bread. Her smile in receiving it so touched me but, at the  
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same time, left me with mixed emotions….I don’t have 
to stand in line in cold weather for a morsel of bread or 
bowl of soup or wonder where our next meal is coming 
from. The lady with the frostbitten fingers and toes 
also overwhelmed me. It just speaks of the harsh 
conditions of the winter and lack of heat many homes 
have.  
 
We look forward to an exciting year; hoping and 
trusting COVID -19 will recede. We hope we will be able 
to do several summer camps this summer as children 
so look forward to them, especially the ones in the 
Anti-Terrorist Operation Zone.  Pray with us it will.  

 
We also hope to ship several containers of aid this year as people are so in 
need; it is heartbreaking to see people in such need.  
 
I thank you for your partnership and commitment with Masters for 
Ukraine. Every donation you make impacts the lives of so many. I trust we 
can count on your prayers and support for 2021. 
 
Let us together remember those who have so very little or nothing. Let us 
be helping hands to them.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
God bless you. 
 

Stan  
 
 
Note:  
Dear friend, in spite of the fear and gloom that has gripped our nation and the nations of the 
world, I would encourage you with Psalm 91. God is ever faithful and He will see us through this 
crises. You are loved and in our prayers. 
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Masters has been broadcasting 
the “Good News” in Ukraine for 

nearly 30 years with humble beginnings 
with Pastor Antoniuk from Dubno. 
Outreach at that time was a potential 
listening audience of one million 
people. It grew with Pastor Prokhor of 
Lutsk to a potential audience of 3 million 
people.

During this time, they received many 
life changing testimonies of people 
whose lives were changed by hearing 
the message of God’s love for them. 
This so encouraged them to continue 
the broadcast. To this day to many 
people in the villages and rural areas 
the broadcast is their church; especially 
to the elderly who find it difficult to get 
to a “House of Prayer”. Masters is ever 
grateful and thankful to Pastor Brian 
Mahood of Selwyn Church who has 
been the major sponsor and continues 
to this day. (Please see our Media 
Project page on our website: 
www.mastersfoundation.org) 

Masters then came in contact with 
Taras Melnyk of Lviv, who will be the 
new radio pastor.  Taras is a member 
of Bethesda Church where Taras 
Kolivoshko is the Sr. Pastor. Taras’s 
ministry at the church is administrator of 
the Lviv branch of “Vision University”. 
He also is a professional musician, 
teaches Sunday School, plays and 
teaches the guitar and is a member 
of the praise and worship team. He 
graduated from “Vision International 
Bible University” with a Bachelors 
degree in practical theology.

Masters Foundation and Pastor Taras 
Kolivoshko have formed a partnership 
to broadcast “UNSHAKEABLE 
FOUNDATION” with Svitle Radio. The 
program is being broadcast over 8 
stations throughout Ukraine twice a 
week with a potential listening audience 
of 10 million people, covering key cities.

Ukraine is so hurting at the moment! The 
ongoing war, the economy, corona - it 
is looking for hope and answers. We 
trust that through the broadcasting of 
God’s Word, Taras will be bringing the 
message of God’s love and salvation to 
the listeners.

We ask for your prayers for the 
broadcast and Taras as he proclaims 
the “Good News!”
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Brianka is presently in the Russian 
occupied zone but the monument 

states Brianka, Ukraine. This photo 
is a sobering reminder of what this 

soldier died for.

Taras Melnyk (left) with Pastor Taras 
Kolivoshko (right)



Masters steadfast 
faithfulness and 
perseverance in their 
co-operation with us, 
has helped us to become 
who we are today. 
Their assistance with 
renovating the church (it 
was a military barrack 
previously), their supply 
of humanitarian aid, 
the loads of Christian 
literature, the gifts of 
lovely bibles given to all 
the children attending 
camp programs, their 
support of children’s 
events, their assistance in 
purchasing many other 
products to give to the 
seniors homes we visited 
and the special needs of 
children in Puhachivka and 
to widows, and the 12 
Step counselling programs 
are just some of the ways 
the Ovruch Church has 
been helped.

Pastor Vova comments, “Our people see a great spiritual 
family that exists across the ocean and still has empathy for 
them. They are inspired to join in fellowship and live boldly for 
the Lord Jesus.”

The Miracle

In the midst of quarantine, lack of or no social services 
available to them, boarding schools shut down, families with 

adopted children received no assistance, those not included in 
the state criteria for disadvantaged families and families who 
were COVID affected, found themselves in dire need. 

Because of the restrictions and limitations to the senior and 
widow ministry that MF had been providing, instead MF 
assisted Pastor Vova with funds for food packages. “People 
are shocked when we tell them that God has not forgotten 
them or forsaken them, but on the contrary, loves them. Many 
people simply weep and thank God for this ministry and the 
care extended to them with the food packages. The influence of 
the Church has greatly increased on society in general, as well 
as on many people personally and people have opened their 
hearts to the knowledge of God’s word.”

Tetyana, the pastor’s wife tells us of a particular family of 
seven. Both adults had lost their jobs and despite looking 
long and hard, they could not find any. They cautiously 

approached the church asking for dried vegetables mix 
but it wasn’t until desperation set in, that they formed a 
bond with the church. It so happened that the father of 
this family fell off the old dilapidated bicycle that he rode. 
An ambulance ride and x-rays revealed that he had a 
complicated clavicle fracture and surgery was needed but 
of course, it involved expenses that the family could not 
afford. 

In desperation they turned to the authorities and 
businessmen for assistance, but no one would help. The 
father was the main breadwinner in this family. Where 
were they to turn to?  He came to the church and told 
Pastor Vova that “no one needs us!” Imagine his shock 
when he heard the words “We will help you buy the 
medicine! But first, let us pray!” Off they went to the 
pharmacy to purchase the medicine on a Monday. Surgery 
was scheduled for Wednesday. An x-ray was once again 
done but the doctors were in shock! “You are fine, you 
don’t need surgery!” Imagine the joy that this family 
experienced. They came running to the church to tell them 
about what had transpired! Today, the entire family attends 
the Church - home meetings established in their very home.

It is not only the giving of food and clothing that is so 
vital to these disadvantaged people. Simple attention, 
a listening ear to hear their problems and concerns, to 
assure the lonely and defenceless widows - the church has 
a beautiful opportunity to share the Good News to willing, 
open hearted, hurting people who may have forgotten the 
taste of butter or cheese. The Church has an opportunity 
to influence their destinies by praying with them, sharing 
about Jesus, giving them a New Testament and inviting 
them to attend the church where they can hear more about 
the love of God and grow in their faith. 

Dear reader! You have been instrumental in helping 
Pastor Vova’s church to reach out to the socially insecure 
in the community, to minister and to start two new House 
churches in two villages. We thank you!

VOLODYMYR AND TETYANA 
NEVMERZHYTSKYI 

With sons Bohdan, Maxim, Victor & Ilia 
Pastoring and ministering in Ovruch (Zhytomyr Area)

Pastor Volodymr, his wife Tetyana and The Way of 
Love Church in Ovruch have had a long relationship 

with The Master’s Foundation (MF) beginning in 2008. 
Needing a solid teaching for the people, most of the 
new converts being ladies, the church was blessed to 
hold various Women’s Conferences headed by Pastor 
Karen Milley and teams from The Queensway Church 
in Toronto. These events were filled with teaching and 
equipping new converts in Christian living. As Pastor Vova 
(as he is affectionately known at our office) says “This is 
the situation in Ukraine! First – ladies repent, then their 
husbands and finally the families turn to Christ. 

Our Church holds to the principle of ministry to young 
people and children, with Sunday School Clubs and other 
outreaches. When MF began to help with supporting the 
camps, it very much increased the church’s capabilities. 
New tents, mattresses, sports equipment and kitchenware 
was purchased by MF for camps, enabling the church to 
make use of these for up to four Camps a year for different 
groups of children. With trampolines and other sport 
equipment the Church began to conduct youth outreaches 
and children’s events in surrounding villages. Many new 
home churches and cell groups appeared around Ovruch 
city. This ministry continues to this date and even last 
summer, during quarantine, a three day Tent Camp was 
held in the forest.

The Way of Love” Church is located in Ovruch – in the 
very north of Ukraine - in a forested area, an economically 
depressed zone, previously affected by Chernobyl disaster. 
This territory borders with Belorussia to the north and 
has different military institutions and military camps and 
customs services. As Ukraine currently experiences military 
and economical aggression from Russia, living conditions 
and circumstances have further dropped. The territory is 
called – Ovruch Kriazh, with lovely natural beauty, is rich 

in minerals, virgin nature, 
wildlife, rivers, lakes and 
swamps. People, who live 
here are very unique and 
keep all national ancient 
slavic traditions. 

The vision of the Church 
is to see to the needs of 
the people who live in the 
surrounding villages as 
well as the city. This vision 
enables us to plant new 
home groups/churches 
and ensure that in the 
future, each village will 
have a group of Christians 
- even those villages that 
are depressed and dying.

“Through MF we have 
received humanitarian aid, 
dry vegetables soup mixes 
and other food products 
and Christian literature. This 
is our main activity - to visit 
the needy and to be the 
voice of God’s love to them. 
For many years now, Ovruch’s Social Services Dept. sends 
needy people to our church, knowing that they will get some 
assistance and care. Often, they accompany us when we visit 
families who are in difficult circumstances and with their co-
operation, we are able to preach the Word of God and provide 
material assistance donated by MF.”

Because the city administration looks favourably on the 
church, we were able to start our own school within the 
church. We began with several classes ages but have 
grown and are hopeful to one day start a bigger school in 
our city. 

 THE MIRACLE
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COVID IN UKRAINE

As of the end of January, Ukraine was ending a tough 
lockdown introduced on January 8th, the number of new 
cases of infection had significantly decreased from six to 
nine thousand cases a day at the beginning of January 
to 2,516 cases on January 25th, the fewest since early 
September. Ukraine is the last country in Europe which 
has not started vaccination yet. Ukrainians are very 
suspicious and negative towards vaccination to date. 
Further, pro-russian politicians in Ukraine are trying to 
implement a vaccine produced in Russian.

RIVNE, UKRAINE

A new mayor was 
elected in the city of 
Rivne, Ukraine, a city 
of 300,00 people. 
Oleksander Tretyak 
is a graduate of Lviv 
Theological Seminary 
which Masters helped 
build. We are so proud 
to see that God has 
brought Oleksander into 
the political realm where 
he can be a godly influence to the leaders and people of 
Ukraine. He is also the principal of Rivne Bible Seminary.

‘Peace with God’ – 
Distribution  

The million copies of 
this pamphlet graciously 
donated to us by Revival 
Movement in Ireland, 
continues to be distributed 
in various areas of Ukraine. 
Churches and organizations 
often set up booths in city 
centers where they give out 
literature. Other distribution 
channels direct these into 
the hands of villagers – 
young people and elderly 
alike.

In the beginning of 2020 Master’s launched the You-tube 
program with Pastor Fedir Lebediuk, “Good Morning 
Ukraine” in which he brings a 3-4 minute encouraging 
devotional.  Its success  has overwhelmed us! During the 

year it reached over 120,000 viewers.  In one week it had 
over 40,000 hits. 26.3 % of the viewers were in the 18-24 
age bracket, 29.7 % in the 45-54 age bracket.  63.7% 
viewers were from Ukraine with 14.8% from Russia and 
others from Kazakstan and Germany. Plans for this year are 
to release it twice a week. We covet your prayers for Pastor 
Fedir in this venture.

FEEDING THE POOR   

The ongoing war and covid have taken its toll on the 
people in Ukraine. Churches and volunteers like Dimitri 
of Lutsk, Ukraine have set up weekly feeding stations for 
the people to come for a bowl of soup and loaf of bread. 
Pastor Ivan Pryadka gives a loaf of bread to every person 
attending church on Sunday. He is also distributing pasta 
to the elderly, invalids and poor on a monthly basis. 
Masters other partners Sasha & Vadim in Novomoskovsk 
and Pastor Vova of Ovruch are also ministering to the 
poor. Masters is thankful for your help as we are able 
to continue to support our partners in carrying on with 
reaching out to the less fortunate.

A Container of Aid 
consisting of soup mix and 
instant potatoes which was 
sent in the fall of 2020 was 
given to various ministries 
and organizations that feed 
the poor. It was received 
with great joy… the 
children so loved the instant 
potatoes; they ate it as a 
desert. Thank you Danny 
of Glendon for sponsoring 
the cost of shipping this 
container.

WHAT DOES OPPORTUNITY LOOK LIKE?
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Oleksander with the former 
president of Ukraine Petro 
Poroshenko.
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